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13. Intelligence Agencies 


Q. Mr. 'President, when you came to 
. office there was a lot of criticism of the 
intelligence agerfcies, about the. roethL • 
ods they were using, and now sines the 
Iran thing there's a good-deal of criti- ,• _ 1 

cism, it seems, about their evaluation. 

.... „ How concerned were you.abuut the ia. 

■- telligence .evaluations in Iran? And _ 
could you give us a general, comment : 

_ about what you think the state of the in- 

te.lliger.ee arts is today? - ; ' r 

■- — nArit’ve said several times that 'one a/ 

the pleasant surprises of my own Ad- L'LLL 
ministration has beer the high quality 
... - — ™~ef . work-do n» b y .th a 4 nt e llig9n ce ratnr ~ — — » 

. rnunity. When I interrogate them about 
a specific intelligence item, when I get : -.j 

‘". -'general assessments of intelligence . ~"'~L 
• matters, I've been very pleased with ' 

. the quality of their, work. v . . 

Recently,' however, I have been con- 
cerned that the trend that was estah- • 

. ■ dished about 15 years ago to get intelli- 
gence- from electronic means- might 
have been overemphasized, sometimes 
to the - detriment of the assessment of 
the .in Cell igence derived and al so the in- ... . 
telligence derived through normal 
political channels. Not secret intelli- 
gence, sometimes .just the. assessment . 

. of public information that’s known in ■ •: 

different countries around the world. , L 

. : And recently I wrote a note — , which 
. is my custom, I write several everyday 
;■ . .V’- — - to the National Security Council, the . - 
. State Department and the C,l. A. lead- ■- 
.: ers, and asked them to get together 
■ ' with otherrTand see how we could im- 
' prove the quality of our assessment 
’ program and also, particularly, pciiti- V "! 
cal assessments. - _ 

Since I’ve been in-office we have sub- . >• ,... . 

- stantially modified the order of priori- 
.. , ties addressed by the'intelligence com- ■ 

munity in its totality. When I became . - 

’ ‘ ' President I wasconcemed, during the. , 

■ first few months? that quite often thein- / 

telligence- community, itself, set its 
own priorities as a supplier of intelli- ' 
gence information. I felt that the cus- 
tomers — the ones who receive the in- 
telligence information, including the 
Defense Department, myself and ■■ 

L I others— -ought to be the ones to say this 

. is what we consider to be most, impor- \ 

. tant. y ; , /: .. • )• 

■ f That effort has been completed. And . 

1 it’s now working very well. So, to sum- 
marize. there is still some progress to 

; V be made, r was pleased with intelli- 
gence community’s work when I first 
:: came into office and it's been improved 

> since I became President, 
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